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Destroying Creativity 

This video was recorded at a TED conference in Feb. of 2006. TED is a small nonprofit organization of conferences designed to spread ideas.  It has been created into a website to motivate and inform a general audience.  With its beginnings in 1984 TED has brought three worlds together: Technology, Entertainment, and Design.  Two annual conferences are held-- the TED Conference in Long Beach and Palm Springs each spring, and the TEDGlobal conference in Oxford UK each summer.  Sir Ken Robinson’s purpose in his presentation, “Schools Kill Creativity”, is to emphasize the importance of creativity in education.  TED.com hopes to “create an [educational] system that nurtures (rather than undermines) creativity.”  Sir Robinson himself says “My contention is that creativity now is as important in education as literacy, and we should treat it with the same status.”

The context of this 20 minute presentation starts with Sir Robinson walking slowly onto stage due to having a disease that has limited his walking ability.  He begins by opening up his audience with different forms of humor.  He makes several bold statements of which shows his strong view on the subject.  “…my contention is, all kids have tremendous talents. And we squander them, pretty ruthlessly. So I want to talk about education and I want to talk about creativity.”  He further emphasizes his agenda of how the world has benefited from those who have driven creativity with the example of Gillian Lynne.  As a child she could not sit still and focus on her academics.  Her concerned mother brought her to a doctor, and with a bit of analysis and brilliance he told the mother to take her to a dance school.  Sir Robinson states the following “She's been responsible for some of the most successful musical theater productions in history, she's given pleasure to millions, and she's a multi-millionaire. Somebody else might have put her on medication and told her to calm down.”  This applies and relates to a general audience of parents, future parents, educators, businessmen, investors, and students.  Many people can relate to fidgety children who will not seem to focus.  Children need to be given the opportunity to be active and explore their creativity. 
Throughout his speech we find the Author’s use of Language.  I found myself laughing quite hard after he gives his basic introduction and the theme he would like to address.  After a brief applause for announcing that we need more creativity he exclaims “That was it, by the way.  Thank you very much. (Laughter) So, 15 minutes left. Well, I was born ... no. (Laughter)”.  He uses an instance that many of us might have felt when we give a presentation- that uncomfortable feeling of not preparing properly for the presentation or to finish with still plenty of time left.  Another instance of using laughter to bring the audience back into the discussion, is his reference to a young William Shakespeare when his father must have spoken with him while sending him to bed, “Go to bed, now, and put the pencil down. And stop speaking like that. It's confusing everybody."  

Sir Ken Robinson is formerly a University professor.  He has also been knighted by the queen of England for his contributions to the educational systems across the World.  This shows his credibility in the matter.  He persuades everyone throughout his speech to make a difference and change the way we educate our future.  
“At the top are mathematics and languages, then the humanities, and the bottom are the arts; everywhere on Earth. And in pretty much every system too, there's a hierarchy within the arts. Art and music are normally given a higher status in schools than drama and dance. There isn't an education system on the planet that teaches dance every day to children the way we teach them mathematics. Why? Why not? I think this is rather important. I think math is very important, but so is dance. Children dance all the time if they're allowed to, we all do. We all have bodies, don't we?”  
This is the way he motivates us to make a difference and create a brighter future.  Academics are just as important as the arts or vice-versa.  We are active people but we are also logical.  Why can’t we have both?  Children could be able to focus more in the academic studies if they are given the opportunities to wiggle with activities such as dancing or building.  
Sir Robinson calls us to action by saying that we can make this difference today “… and the only way we'll do it is by seeing our creative capacities for the richness they are, and seeing our children for the hope that they are. And our task is to educate their whole being, so they can face this future. By the way -- we may not see this future, but they will. And our job is to help them make something of it.”  I have been moved by this article and it has given me a different perspective on my personal education and how education needs to evolve and take the next step.
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